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Change weighs heavy on Havana

 ARIANA CUBILLOS/Associated Press

A blind man
shaves as he
sits on the
sidewalk
with another
man in
Havana,
Cuba, on
Thursday.

Cubans go to polls to elect CastroÕs successor
McClatchy Newspapers

HAVANA Ñ Mix equal parts of
desire for change and fear of it,
season with a large dollop of apa-
thy and a pinch of nostalgia for the
good old days of Soviet subsidies,
and put it under the watch of a
heavy police presence on the
streets.

ThatÕs Havana, on the eve of a

momentous vote to elect Fidel Cas-
troÕs replacement as CubaÕs presi-
dent, marking the official end of
his nearly 50 years at the helm of
the government and opening the
doors to reforms by his more

pragmatic brother, Raul. Or maybe
not.

To the naked eye, it seems like
business as usual in the Cuban
capital these days. Children still
run when they get out of school,
bus stops are crowded, and Haban-
eros still hang out and relax at the

Please see Cuba page A9
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Monterey CountyÕs deadliest gang
has new leadership and a new constitu-
tion, forcing changes that law enforce-
ment officers say is translating to
increased violence in the streets.

After several years of upheaval Ñ
stemming largely from the massive fed-
eral prosecution called Operation Black

Widow Ñ the top leadership of the
Nuestra Familia is once again firmly
established.

For the first time in decades, one man
sits alone at the helm of the criminal
organization that for more than 30 years
has called the shots for thousands of
Norte–o gang members in the Salinas
Valley.

In 2004, when the prison gangÕs top

five leaders were transferred from Cali-
fornia to a federal supermaximum
prison in Florence, Colo., a struggle for
the gangÕs top positions brewed in Peli-
can Bay State Prison in Crescent City,
the Nuestra FamiliaÕs traditional
headquarters.

In the aftermath, some of the gangÕs

Nuestra FamiliaÕs
new leadership
General: David ÒDCÓ Cervantes
Top Commanders: Daniel ÒStorkÓ Perez, of

Salinas; Anthony ÒChucoÓ Guillen, of San
Jose; George ÒPuppetÓ Franco, of San Jose

Demoted: Jose ÒHueritoÓ Gonzalez; James
ÒConejoÓ Perez

Authorities say Nuestra FamiliaÕs revisions mean more violence in streets

New leadership, constitution for gang

Please see Nuestra page A8

Shark tracking reveals
unique behavior, ÔcafeÕ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                PHOTO COURTESY OF TOPP
Scientists have tagged 80 great whites since 1999 to track their movements. This shark has two tags.

Big fish swim thousand of miles, return to exact starting point

BÊyÊ ÊRÊAÊCÊHÊEÊLÊ ÊTÊOÊMÊPÊA
Herald Correspondent

The bloodthirsty villain of
ÒJawsÓ knew exactly where it
was going.

New research shows that,
while great white sharks
traverse thousands of miles of
ocean each year, they return to
their exact starting point. And
they stop along the way at what
scientists refer to as the Òshark
cafe.Ó

The information recently
gathered could help protect a
depleted great white popula-
tion, according to scientists.
The great white shark is classi-
fied as threatened by the Inter-
national Union for the Conser-
vation of Nature and Natural
Resources.

Some sharks start at Califor-
niaÕs shore and journey more
than 2,000 miles to Hawaii.

ÒIf we want to think about
conservation of white sharks,
we have to consider that

theyÕre interacting with humans
from the Central Coast of Cali-
fornia all the way to Hawaii,Ó
said Barbara Block, marine
biologist at Hopkins Marine
Station in Pacific Grove.

The sharks spend months at
the cafe, an area of about 600
square miles, but nobody
knows what theyÕre doing
there. Even stranger, they dive
up and down more than 1,300
feet every 10 minutes. They
repeat the cycle over and over
for days, a behavior they donÕt
exhibit anywhere else.

Scientists from a consortium
of research institutions Ñ 
including Hopkins Marine Sta-
tion, the University of
California-Davis, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, the Point Reyes
Bird Observatory, and the
Pelagic Shark Research Foun-
dation  Ñ have tagged 80 great

ÒWhite shark movement
is anything but random.Ó
Salvador Jorgensen
marine biologist

Empire State
Building,
New York

Great whiteÕs
way
At the Òshark cafe,Ó
the great whites
repeatedly dive
to a depth of
1,300 feet.
That is slightly
more than the
height of the
Empire State
Building.
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The "shark cafe" is a 
600-square-mile 
area Ñ a litt le larger 
than the area 
covered by Lake 
Tahoe Ñ where great 
white sharks gather 
during migration.

Hawaii

Monterey

Pacific Ocean
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See the online version of this
story to track sharks tagged
by researchers.

Please see Sharks page A9
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Last yearÕs rainfall measured
13.62 inches. That number was
expected to be surpassed over-
night, said meteorologist Bob
Renard, a volunteer observer for
the National Weather Service in
Monterey Ñ and there should
be quite a few rainy days to
come this
season.

Ò W e Õ r e
already at 13.25
inches, so weÕre
probably going
to exceed last
yearÕs rainfall
total before the
evening is
over,Ó Renard
said Saturday
afternoon, when
the skies over
M o n t e r e y
County were
beginning to
drip. ÒLast
yearÕs total
(measured from July 1, 2006
through June 30, 2007) was
about six inches below normal,
so it was a pretty dry year. Our
annual average is 19.53 inches.

ÒBut we may catch up to that
as we get through the rest of
February, March and April,
which are rainy months here.Ó

Winds were measured up to
38 mph at Monterey Peninsula
Airport by midafternoon on Sat-
urday, but the forecast called for
gusts in excess of 30 mph and
rain up to 1 inch or more in the
lowlands, with much higher
amounts expected at higher
elevation.

Any winds in excess of 20
mph could bring down parts of
trees, depending on wind direc-
tion and how wet the soil is, said
Renard, who operates a climate

Please see Storm page A9

This year already close
to last yearÕs 13.62 inches

Rainfall
nears
2007's
total

Thar she
blows

38
Speed (mph) of
winds Saturday

afternoon in
Monterey

60
Predicted

speed of gusts
overnight in

some locations

Windy, rain and isolated
thunderstorms.

WINDS: SW 20-45.

58
Coast

56
Inland

47
Coast

41
Inland

Q

WEATHER

________________________

NÊAÊTÊIÊOÊN
There has been little fanfare
over the 200th birthday
of that other Civil War
president Ñ Jefferson Davis.
Page A5
________________________

WÊOÊRÊLÊD
Hard-line leaders in Serbia call
the United States Òthe main
culpritÓ for violence in Kosovo.
Page A8
________________________

SÊPÊOÊRÊTÊS
Local athletes fare well in CCS
wrestling championships.
Page C1
________________________

MÊUÊSÊIÊC
There is so much more to
hip-hop artist Kanye West than
making music, writes Marc
Cabrera in ÒThe Beat.Ó
Leisure 4

________________________

BÊOÊOÊKÊS
ÒThis Glorious StruggleÓ is an
extraordinary collection of
letters by George Washington.
Leisure 11
________________________

UÊSÊAÊ ÊWÊEÊEÊKÊEÊNÊD
Actor Will Ferrell talks about
hoop dreams, fatherly advice
and his doubts about success.
USA Weekend cover story

Herald question
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Will CubaÕs leadership change
help improve its relations with the
United States?
o ÊYes                                                     
o ÊNo                                                       
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Herald surveys are unscientific
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