
Regulators shut down commercial and recreational 
fishing from Oregon to the Mexican border

Scarcity of salmon
ends early season

BÊyÊ ÊMÊIÊKÊEÊ ÊTÊAÊUÊGÊHÊEÊR
MediaNews

Early season salmon fishing
off the coasts of California and
most of Oregon was shut down
Wednesday by federal regula-
tors responding to an unprece-
dented collapse of salmon popu-
lations along the West Coast.

The actions affect commer-
cial and recreational fishing sea-
sons under way or scheduled to
open in the coming weeks.
When they meet again next
month, regulators are likely to
close the bigger fishing seasons
that come later in the year.

A small recreational fishing
season off Fort Bragg that
opened in mid-February will
close April 1. Other recreational
fishing seasons from San Fran-
cisco to the Mexican border
that were scheduled to open
April 5 have been closed.

Commercial fishing sched-
uled to open off Fort Bragg on
April 7 was closed.

In Oregon, the start of recre-
ational and commercial seasons
that were set to open Saturday
were delayed to April 15, but it
appears likely the seasons will
be closed when the Pacific Fish-
ery Management Council
meets in early April.

The actions were in response
to major declines in salmon
populations that were especially
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seasons.

Predators
keep moth
in check

Light brown apple moth no
longer a pest down under
BÊyÊ ÊRÊAÊCÊHÊEÊLÊ ÊTÊOÊMÊPÊA

Herald Staff Writer

New Zealand agricultural offi-
cials confirmed on Wednesday
that the light brown apple moth
is being kept in check there by
its natural predators, and sug-
gest that the same treatment
would also work in California.

Their remarks come on the
heels of a recent report by two
Santa Cruz County men. Daniel
Harder, executive director of
the arboretum at the University
of California-Santa Cruz, and
Jeff Rosendale, Watsonville
nursery owner, said in their
report that New Zealanders,
their crops and the light brown
apple moth have been coexist-
ing peacefully for the last sev-
eral years.

The studyÕs authors visited
New Zealand in January to learn
about that countryÕs more than
100-year history with the moth.

ÒWe were hearing from our
collaborators in New Zealand
that it doesnÕt do that much
damage. ItÕs not a pest of

concern,Ó Harder said.
Mike Butcher, entomologist

and technical manager for the
New Zealand pipfruit industry,
agreed.

ÒItÕs not a major problem,Ó he
said. ÒWe just have to keep fruit
clean of it if we want to export
them to the U.S.Ó

Even with export regulations
on fruit and other crops, the
light brown apple moth is no
longer considered a major pest
in New Zealand, according to
Harder and RosendaleÕs report.

Ironically, this is because use
of an insecticide targeting the
moth was discontinued in 2001.
The pesticide was killing
insects that normally eat the
light brown apple moth, such as
wasps, flies, earwigs and

Inside
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                                                                          STEPHEN CHERNIN/Associated Press
New York Gov. Eliot Spitzer announces his resignation amid a
prostitution scandal as wife Silda looks on Wednesday in his office in
New York City.

N.Y. governor resigns in disgrace

BÊyÊ ÊVÊEÊRÊEÊNÊAÊ ÊDÊOÊBÊNÊIÊK
aÊnÊdÊ ÊMÊIÊCÊHÊAÊEÊLÊ ÊGÊOÊRÊMÊLÊEÊY

Associated Press

NEW YORK Ñ On Saturday
night, Gov. Eliot Spitzer was at
the annual Gridiron Club dinner
in Washington, where President
Bush serenaded reporters with a
funny song about leaving office.
By then the governor knew full

well he could be leaving first.
A day earlier, federal prosecu-

tors told the governor he had
been snared in a prostitution
operation, according to senior
Spitzer aides who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

He initially kept it to himself,
so when his aidesÕ cell phones
went crazy with a New York
Times reporterÕs calls the night
of the dinner, they didnÕt know
why. Neither Spitzer nor the
reporter let on.

So began a dayslong political

drama that ended Wednesday
with SpitzerÕs resignation. Still to
come are decisions on whether
the stunning indiscretions by
the hard-charging, crusading ex-
prosecutor will lead to criminal
charges or disbarment.

Aides said the first person
Spitzer told about the allegations
was his wife, Silda. He told her
Sunday in their Manhattan
home. His state police driver
had taken him there after bad
weather canceled his flight.

After several excruciating

hours, the couple told their
three daughters, the aides said.
By late Sunday, Spitzer called
top advisers, personal friends
and loyalists. The little band
huddled in the apartment until
midnight.

After making a watery-eyed,
non-specific public apology
Monday with his wife by his
side, Spitzer continued to talk to
family and advisers through
Tuesday. By early Wednesday,

Sex scandal
forces Spitzer

from office
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QHerald question of the day

Have reports of pharmaceutical drugs in the
nationÕs water systems made you concerned
about the safety of your drinking water?
o ÊYes                           o ÊNo                           
Go to: montereyherald.com
to place your vote
Herald surveys are unscientific
Related story, page B1

ÔBossyÕ protein controls breast cancer
Study finds abundance of SATB1 can cause afflicted genes to run wild

BÊyÊ ÊBÊEÊTÊSÊYÊ ÊMÊAÊSÊOÊN
MediaNews

Whether breast cancer spreads
aggressively or not may come down to
a single protein that controls more
than 1,000 genes.

If this bossy protein, known as
SATB1, is present in a breast tumor,
the genes behave badly and the can-
cer is far more likely to spread to other
parts of the body, or metastasize,

according to researchers at Lawrence
Berkeley Laboratory.

ÔÔHopefully, someday in the future
we can devise a therapy by targeting
SATB1,ÕÕ said Terumi Kohwi-
Shigematsu, an author of the study
that appears this week in Nature.

While studying the proteinÕs impor-
tance in controlling blood cells that are
key to the immune system, Kohwi-
ShigematsuÕs team discovered the

proteinÕs dark side.
ÔÔWe noticed that SATB1 can turn

into a crime boss in breast cancer
cells,ÕÕ she said. ÔÔItÕs a bad guy.ÕÕ

The team took a closer look at the
proteinÕs effect on breast cancer by
watching how human breast cancer
cells behave in mice. 

They took aggressive metastatic

Inside
Legislation on
outpatient
mastectomies
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both sides of the
aisle. A2
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                                                    ADAM ROUNTREE/Associated Press
Smog covers midtown Manhattan in New York in July
2007. The Environmental Protection Agency is requiring
345 U.S. counties to make air quality improvements.

TOO
DIRTY
TO BREATHE

EPA tightens smog-cutting requirements
as 345 U.S. counties fall short of standards

BÊyÊ ÊHÊ.Ê ÊJÊOÊSÊEÊFÊ ÊHÊEÊBÊEÊRÊT
Associated Press

WASHINGTON Ñ The air in hundreds of
U.S. counties is simply too dirty to breathe, the
government said Wednesday, ordering a
multibillion-dollar expansion of efforts to clean
up smog in cities and towns nationwide.

The Environmental Protection Agency
announced it was tightening the amount of
ozone, commonly known as smog, that will be
allowed in the air. But the lower standard still

falls short of what most health
experts say is needed to signifi-
cantly reduce heart and asthma
attacks from breathing smog-
clogged air.

EPA Administrator Stephen
Johnson called the new limits ÔÔthe
most stringent standards ever,ÕÕ and
he said they will require 345 coun-
ties Ñ out of more than 700 that are
monitored Ñ to make air quality
improvements because they now
have dirtier air than is healthy to
breathe.

Johnson said that state and local
officials have considerable time to

meet the requirements Ñ as much as 20 years
for some that have the most serious pollution
problems. EPA estimates that by 2020 the
number of counties failing to meet the new
health standard will drop to about 28.

About 85 counties still fall short of the old
standard enacted a decade ago.

Some of those chronic polluters are far
above the old limit. Los Angeles County and a
large swatch of Southern California, for exam-
ple, and a long stretch from Washington up to

ÒBenefits
are likely
greater
than the
cost of
implement-
ing the 
standards.Ó
EPA statement
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