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acted in the heat of passion, or
that he believed, unreasonably,
that his life was in danger and
he had to act to protect himself,
also called an Oimperfect self-

defense.O She said she was satis-

fied with the decision.

OWhatOs important to us is the

person who shot and killed
Horacio Ramos-Ramirez was
found guilty of voluntary man-

slaughterO and personal use of

firearm, she said.

All involved, including Judge
Robert Moody, praised the jury
for its diligence.

Jury forewoman Joyce Kears-
ley of Greenfield said the jury
was split Oin halfO over the issue
of the first-degree murder
charge against Griffith, and
hadnOt even considered the
charges against Blackburn
when it adjourned Friday. The
panel returned Monday morn-
ing and Ostarted over,O she said.

In the end, jurors unani-
mously agreed that the evidence
did not show malice on GriffithOs
part, or robbery by either man.
However, because of the use of
the gun and the involvement of

The victimOs Spanish-speaking drugs, Kearsley said, they were

family members left the court-
house in tears  without
comment.

Blackburn and his attorney,
Kurt Robinson of Oakland
hugged jubilantly after the ver-
dict, which followed a week of
deliberations by the jury. _

Esau Herrera, GriffithOs
defense lawyer, said his client
felt the decision was Ofair
enough.O

unwilling to completely acquit
Griffith.

Olt was so hard,O Kearsley
said. Olt wasnOt easy.O

Griffith  will be sentenced
April 10. Blackburn, who gar-
nered three charges for posses-
sion of an illegal alcohol concoc-
tion called OprunoO in jail, was
allowed to plea to one charge
and sentenced to less time than
heOs already served.

OIOm pleased | successfully The 37-year-old was to be pro-

defended my client from life in
prison without parole,O he said.

cessed out of jail late Monday or
early today.

Marina
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$25,000 project feasibility study.

The group, Mid Coast Hold-
ings Group, approached the city
late last year about the possibil-
ity of developing a retail auto
center on part of 60 acres the
city owns on Fort Ord land just
south of the Highway 1-Del
Monte Boulevard interchange.

After a few members of the
public criticized the idea at a
Feb. 5 meeting, the council
invited the developers to make a
public presentation before it
decides whether to commission
the feasibility study.

At todayOs meeting, Richard tion

Cartell, a representative of the
Auto Pilot Development Co., is
scheduled to present what the
group has in mind for Marina.

A project outline says the
group wants to build Oa luxury
auto sales and service experi-

enceO on about 23 acres along council

mall.O

The project, a_staff report
says, would be a OLeadership in
Energy and Environmental
DesignO auto retail center. That
would ensure Oan environmen-
tally sensitive and visually attrac-
tive retail facility,O the report
says.

After the Marina Station and
auto center hearings, the council
is scheduled to decide how to fill
either the mayorOs seat or a
council seat, if it names a cur-
rent council member to succeed
Mettee-McCutchon.

The recommended process to
fill a vacancy is the same the
council used last June to appoint
Councilman Jim Ford to an
opening created by the resigna-

of former councilman
Michael Morrison.
The council would accept

applications until March 18 and
invite applicants to make three-
minute pitches to the council at
its April 1 meeting. The first
applicant to receive at least three
votes would be

Highway 1 and not Oan auto appointed to the vacancy.
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government Internet, to 54
Boys and Girls Clubs of Amer-
ica and 30 other sites across the
country.

The shows are broadcast live
from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric  AdministrationOs
research vessel, the Fulmar,
and from special underwater
cameras that follow scientists
and ROVs as they dive beneath
the waves.

The science education pro-
gram is called Immersion Pre-
sents, and can be viewed by
Internet users at
www.immersionpresents.org or
www.oceanslive.org.

Immersion Presents was
founded in 2002, but the shows
this week represent the first
time the National Marine Sanc-
tuary Program has broadcast
special underwater shows from
a marine sanctuary.

Shows are introduced by sci-
entists and educators at the
University of Rhode Island,
then cut to Hayes on the Otop-
sideO N meaning on the deck
of the Fulmar.

Viewers see either diving sci-
entists or views from an ROV
armed with cameras. The Ful-
mar has two ROVs, the large

Clare Saarman carries pictures

DAVID ROYAL/The Herald
of fish that are used to train

divers in fish counts above the Fulmar research vessel.

inhabitants of the bayOs kelp for- blossomed from there,0 Hayes

est, marine animal migrations,
how ROVs work and sandy bot-
tom creatures, among other

topics. In MondayOs broadcast,

for example, viewers learned
that the leafy hornmouth, a
marine snail, grows its own
crowbar N a special tooth on
its shell at the edge of its mouth
that it uses to pry open barna-
cles and other tasty treats.

The idea to broadcast live
explorations of Monterey Bay
was initiated in discussions
between friends Robert Ballard,
oceanographer and co-founder
of Immersion Presents, and

OHerculesO and the smaller OHyDaniel Bosta, director of the
las,0 named after HerculesO littieNational Marine Sanctuary Pro-

buddy in Greek mythology.
The shows present the many

gram, Hayes said.

OThe program just

said.

Live shows began broadcast-
ing Sunday, and air every hour
on the hour between 8 a.m. and
12 p.m. They will continue film-
ing through Friday. Archived
shows are available on the site
at any time.

ItOs important that these
shows are live, Hayes said,
because students or anyone
watching online can send in
guestions to be answered in
real time by scientists.

The questions are fed to the
University of Rhode Island,
then beamed to Steve Lonhart,
the showOs senior scientist. If
heOs underwater, as he often is,
he hears questions through an
ear phone he wears inside a

special scuba mask. He can
both hear and talk using the
mask, which is connected by
cables to broadcasting equip-
ment on board the Fulmar.

OltOs really interesting being
underwater and being able to
hear someone asking a ques-
tion from the East Coast,O Lon-
hart said. OMost of them were
pretty good questions, from a
scientific  perspective.  Kids
were interested in the kinds of
animals down there. They were
interested in the_ interactions
between animals.O

Lonhart and underwater pho-
tographer Mark Carroll demon-
strated their marine interaction.
CarrollOs waterproof camera has
such a wide lens that he films
just inches from LonhartOs face,
which is clad in its special
mask. Lonhart said this made
him nervous  the first time
down, but heOs used to the ever-
present camera lens now.

Lonhart pulled his mask off
after a few seconds.

Olt seals_so well to my face,
and since IOm not hooked up_to

a tank right now, | couldnOt
breathe,O he said.
Kimberly Pratt, fifth-grade

teacher at Alvarado Elementary
in Union City, said the entire
fifth grade at _her school
watched MondayOs shows from
the school cafeteria. Pratt
teaches her classes about river
and ocean debris and littering,
so the ocean broadcasts fit into
her curriculum, she said.

OThe kids were really excit-
ed,0 Pratt said. OThey just loved
|tO

Salmon
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in the California Current in
2005.00

That was the year that count-
less seabirds, showing signs of
starvation, were washing up
dead on beaches and nesting
colonies were sparse. Off Ore-
gon, water temperatures near

shore N where chinook spend
much of their time in the ocean
N were 5 to 7 degrees warmer
than normal and yielded about
one-fourth the usual amount of
phytoplankton, the tiny plants
that are at the bottom of the
food web.

Since then, upwelling has
been better, but not much,
Peterson said.

However, he is looking for-
ward to this year being very
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good. This winter has been
very unusual, with tempera-
tures colder and winds out of
the north and west more preva-
lent than normal, all of which
indicates 2008 could be the best
year for upwelling since 2000,
Peterson said.

Chinook returns in the Sacra-
mento River last year were a
third of what biologists expect-
ed, and forecasts are for an all-
time low this year. Coho

salmon returns to streams in
Oregon and California also
were lower than expected.

Federal fisheries managers
will be wrestling with the prob-
lem when they meet in Sacra-
mento next week to set options
for commercial, sport and tribal
fishing seasons for the ocean
off California, Oregon and
Washington. The Pacific Fish-
ery Management Council will
set the final seasons when it
meets in Seattle in April.
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