
Bush warns Iran, challenges
Israelis, Palestinians in visit

Herald question
of the day
Do you think President
BushÕs visit to the
Mideast will help spur
progress in the stalled
peace talks?
o ÊYes                          
o ÊNo                            
o ÊNot sure
Go to:
montereyherald.com
to place your vote
Herald surveys are
unscientific

BÊyÊ ÊTÊEÊRÊEÊNÊCÊEÊ ÊHÊUÊNÊT
Associated Press

JERUSALEM Ñ President Bush
said he came to the Middle East to
nudge the stalled peace process Ñ not
to ÔÔbutt in and actually dictate the end
result of the agreement.ÕÕ But that sure
didnÕt stop him from telling people
what to do.

He told Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert to stop unauthorized settlement
activity.

He told Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas to halt rocket attacks on
Israel from Islamic militants in the
Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip, even
though Abbas doesnÕt control the tiny
coastal territory.

He told Iran that ÔÔserious conse-
quencesÕÕ will follow if it meddles again
with U.S. warships in the Persian Gulf.

Bush, on his first visit as president to
Israel, acknowledged widespread

doubts about whether he can break
through decades of distrust to achieve
his goal of a major peace agreement by
the end of his presidency in January
2009.

ÔÔIÕm under no illusions,ÕÕ Bush said
Wednesday at a trip-opening news con-
ference with Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert. ÔÔItÕs going to be hard
work.ÕÕ

Unpopular at home, Bush got an
extremely warm welcome in staunch
ally Israel. With his presidency slipping
away and skepticism about the serious-
ness of his commitment to Mideast
peacemaking, Bush hopes an accord
would improve a legacy tarnished by
an unpopular Iraq war, economic anxi-
eties and other problems.

Already a troubling issue for Bush,

Please see Bush page A9

Door-to-door survey called most extensive yet for warÕs death toll

151,000 Iraqis died in 3 years
after U.S. invasion, study finds

BÊyÊ ÊMÊAÊRÊIÊLÊYÊNÊNÊ ÊMÊAÊRÊCÊHÊIÊOÊNÊE
Associated Press

About 151,000 Iraqis died
from violence in the three years
after the United States invaded,
concludes the best effort yet to
count deaths Ñ one that still
may not settle the fierce debate
over the warÕs true toll on civil-
ians and others.

The estimate comes from pro-
jections by the World Health
Organization and the Iraqi gov-
ernment, based on door-to-door
surveys of nearly 10,000 house-
holds. Experts called it the larg-
est and most scientific study of
the Iraqi death toll since the war
began.

Its bottom line is far lower

than the 600,000 deaths
reported in an earlier study but
higher than numbers from
other groups tracking the
count.

The new estimate covers a
period from the start of the war
in March 2003 through June
2006. It closely mirrors the tally
IraqÕs health minister gave in
late 2006, based on 100 bodies a
day arriving at morgues and
hospitals. His number shocked
people in and outside Iraq

Inside
Nine U.S. soldiers killed in Iraq. A5

Please see Iraq page A9

CMY K

Institutions
form alliance to
protect oceans
Center to match scientists,
lawmakers to create policy

BÊyÊ ÊRÊAÊCÊHÊEÊLÊ ÊTÊOÊMÊPÊA
Herald Staff Writer

Spurred to action by dire pre-
dictions for oceans, officials for
three heavy-hitting marine sci-
ence institutions announced
Wednesday the opening of a
new center in Monterey to pro-
tect oceans from threats such as
global warming.

The Center for Ocean Solu-
tions, a joint venture among
Stanford University, the
Monterey Bay Aquarium and
the Monterey Bay Aquarium
Research Institute, will play
matchmaker to marine scien-
tists and policymakers with the
goal of taking concrete action to
protect the ocean, said interim
director Meg Caldwell, an envi-
ronmental attorney and former
chairwoman of the state Coastal
Commission. 

The center was established
with a $25 million grant from

the David and Lucile Packard
Foundation. 

The Monterey Bay area is a
hot spot for marine science. Sci-
entists at several local institu-
tions, including StanfordÕs Hop-
kins Marine Station, MBARI,
Moss Landing Marine Labora-
tories and the University of
California-Santa Cruz, study
dangers to the health and safety
of the ocean and its inhabitants.

But it is often difficult to
translate even groundbreaking
scientific discoveries into law or
policy, said Buzz Thompson,
law professor at Stanford and
one of the centerÕs founders.

ÒThe Center for Ocean Solu-
tions can do what no other cen-
ter does right now, which is to
actively and aggressively pull
together the expertise thatÕs
needed to address the serious

Please see Ocean center page A9
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ON THE ROAD
Jazz Festival All-Star Band to do some traveling
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He pleads not guilty
to killing his neighbors

John Kenney
His lawyer said
he wanted a trial
for the
73-year-old as
quickly as
possible.

KenneyÕs murder
trial set for March

BÊyÊ ÊJÊIÊMÊ ÊJÊOÊHÊNÊSÊOÊN
Herald Salinas Bureau

A Carmel Valley man accused
of gunning down his neighbors
over a long-running property
dispute will go to trial for mur-
der March 3.

John Kenney, 73, pleaded not
guilty to two counts of murder
with firearm enhancements dur-
ing his arraignment in Superior
Court on Wednesday. Kenney
is accused of shooting Mel and
Elizabeth Grimes to death Jan.
29, 2007, after a confrontation
over a boulder Kenney placed
on a disputed sliver of land. If
convicted, Kenney could be sen-
tenced to life in prison without
the possibility of parole or face
the death penalty.

Prosecutors have not

announced whether they intend
to seek the death penalty.

Judge Stephen Sillman set
the March 3 trial date during
WednesdayÕs arraignment after
defense attorney Thomas
Nolan chose not to waive his
clientÕs right to a speedy trial,
meaning the court was required
to schedule the start of the trial
within 60 days.

Please see Kenney page A9

Conservation groups:More than 3,000 acres will be saved
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BÊyÊ ÊLÊAÊRÊRÊYÊ ÊPÊAÊRÊSÊOÊNÊS
Herald Staff Writer

More than 3,000 acres of stunningly scenic and
environmentally rich Monterey ranchland will be
saved for future generations under a deal
announced by two conservation groups
Wednesday.

The Big Sur Land Trust and The Nature Con-
servancy announced the acquisition of a conserva-
tion easement on most of the Violini Ranch west of
Gonzales, which the groups said will preserve
3,200 acres of oak- and grass-covered hills that
straddle the Carmel and Salinas valleys.

ÒItÕs a stunning, stunning example of what peo-
ple think of as ÔSteinbeck Country,Õ with rolling
hills, canyons, wildflower-filled meadows in the
springtime,Ó said Rachel Saunders, spokeswoman

for the Big Sur Land
Trust.

The ranch is home to
diverse wildlife, including
the federally protected
California tiger sala-
mander and California red-
legged frog, and contains
blue and valley oak for-
ests, native grass savannas
and abundant wetland, the
groups said.

ÒCarmel Valley is one of
the most important areas
in the state for oak preser-
vation, and this property
stands out,Ó said Christina
Fischer, The Nature Con-
servancyÕs project direc-
tor. 

The conservation ease-
ment covering four-fifths
of the 4,000-acre Violini
Ranch was appraised at
$1.86 million, the groups
said. The Violini family
agreed to sell the ease-
ment, which prevents
future development, for $1
million while taking the

balance as a charitable donation for tax purposes.
A 2006 federal law gave farmers and ranchers
increased tax incentives to donate conservation
easements, the groups said.

The ranch, which can be seen from Highway
101 off River Road, rises to about 1,800 feet and
crosses the crest of the Sierra de Salinas into the
Carmel River watershed. The headwaters of the
Tularcitos and Agua Mala creeks, tributaries to the
Carmel River, are on the ranch, Fischer said.

The $1 million to buy conservation easement

DEAL OKÕD ON
VIOLINI RANCH

Land preserve
The Big Sur Land Trust and The
Nature Conservancy purchased a
conservation easement (green
area) on most of the Violini Ranch, a
4,000-acre property west of
Gonzales.

                                                                                                                                                                                              CHRISTINA FISCHER/The Nature Conservancy
The Violini Ranch has been described as a stunning example of Steinbeck Country.

Please see Violini Ranch page A9


